
AGENDA 
Historic Review Board 

City Council Chambers – 21420 Main Street NE, Aurora 
Thursday, 7:00 pm 
December 19, 2013  

  
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN  
 

ROLL CALL 
 
2. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes:  
I. Historic Review Board Minutes – November 21, 2013 

 
3. CORRESPONDENCE  
  Letter for consideration from Chair Townsend 
 
4. VISITORS 
  Anyone wishing to address the Historic Review Board concerning items not already on the 

meeting agenda may do so in this section.  No decision or action will be made, but the Historic 
Review Board could look into the matter and provide some response in the future. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Discussion and/or action on paint color list. 
 

B. Discussion and or  action on Historic Inventory list 
 

  
6. NEW BUSINESS  
 
 A. Discussion and or Action on Application for New Fence and Replacement of Retaining  
  Wall. Property location 21823 Airport Rd NE.  
 B. Discussion and/or action on draft language for letter on sign issues in the district.  
 
7.         ADJOURN 

Historic Review Board        December 19, 2013 
This is a public meeting and all interested citizens are invited to attend.  The meeting place is not handicapped accessible; those needing assistance 
should contact the city Office three (3) working days before regularly scheduled meetings. The minutes of this and all public meetings are available at 
City Hall during regular business hours. All meetings are audio taped and may be video taped 

 



HISTORIC REVIEW BOARD MINUTES 
21420 MAIN ST. NE, AURORA OR 97002 

November 21, 2013 
 
Staff Members Present: Kelly Richardson, City Recorder 
     
Others Present:  
  
  
 The meeting of November 21, 2013 was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chairman 
Townsend. 
 
Chairman Townsend takes Roll Call 
  
 Chairman Karen Townsend – Present 

Vice-Chair Gayle Abernathy – Absent 
 Member Bill Simon –  Present 
 Member Merra Frochen –  Present 
 Member Mella Dee Fraser – Present 
   
CONSENT AGENDA  
    
 A. Minutes 
 

I. Historic Review Board Minutes – October 24, 2013 
  
A motion to approve the HRB minutes of October 24, 2013, with corrections stated/given in 
notes, was made by Member Simon, seconded by Member Fraser and passed unanimously. 
 
 
The Board asks Mayor Graupp for the status on the Certified Local Government and he explains 
that the process is moving forward.  
 
There will be more discussion on the grant cycle and the opportunities that will be available 
once this process is complete.  
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
  
 I. None  
 
 
VISITORS 
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 No one spoke. 
 
5. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Discussion and/or action on paint color list. Chairman Townsend informs the 
board of that it is currently being worked on however is not complete at this 
time.  

• More discussion on trim combinations and possibly requiring applicants 
to go before the board if more than 3 colors are chosen.  

• Paint Hue is discussed 
• Chairman Townsend will continue with draft language for the next 

meeting. 
 

There is brief discussion regarding terms of office among members. Chair Townsend informs 
the board that her term expires at the end of December 2013.  She informs the board that at 
this time she would like to retire however if it places the board in a dilemma she will consider 
continuing on the board.  
 
Other areas of discussion amongst the board are; 

• Updating the guidelines to reflect the changes made by title 17. 
• Sign locations and conformity to the code.  

 
B. Discussion and/or action on Historic Inventory list.  

• The 1985 inventory which is currently being used, do we want to update at this time.  
• Do we want to work with the 1985 version as a template. 
• There are many items in the SHPPO version that are not accurate.  
• Mayor Graupp informs the board of his ability to obtain a tremendous amount of 

information from Marion County that would be helpful for updating these inventories.  
• Categories discussed were, 

 Address 
 Year built 
 Classification 

 
Chair Townsend asks the board to hand in their notes from their research 
 
The board is tabling the inventory discussion until the December meeting awaiting the 
Mayors information that he can supply.  
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6. NEW BUSINESS  
 
  
A. NA  

  
ADJOURN 
 
Chairman Townsend adjourned the meeting of November 21, 2013 at 8:11 pm.  
 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Karen Townsend, Chairman 
 
 
 ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Kelly Richardson, City Recorder 
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        P.O. Box 314 
        Aurora, Oregon 97002 
        December 10, 2013 
 
 
 
 
Historic Review Board 
C: Aurora City Council 
 
Re:  HRB position 
 
Dear friends, 
 
My term on the Historic Review Board ends this month.  While I looked forward to a 
nice rest from the considerable time and effort that I put into the board over the last 
couple of years, I have also considered that this may not be the best time to leave. 
 
The board has two important documents that must be completed:  the new Historic 
Inventory which is being revised into a useful and accurate guide and the previous 
Guidelines for Historic District Properties which needs to be revised into an appendix for 
guidance only.  I had planned to be the chairman of the board’s work on these when I 
discovered that this term was ending. 
 
Since the current board is still fairly new, I think it would be in the best interests of the 
city if I stayed on so that these projects could be carried out without the need of 
additional outside expense or extra staff time (which we do not have).  I do not wish to 
continue to be chairman as it is important to establish leadership among the others. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Karen Townsend 
 
 
 















     City letterhead 
 
Draft letter to businesses on signs    December --, 2013 
 
 
 
Dear Historic District business owners, 
 
The city has recently updated its Historic District sign code which may be viewed online 
at www.ci.aurora.or.us or you may view it in person at city hall.  There are several 
changes as well as improved clarity on some previous rules.  
 
After the first of the year all signs in the Historic District will be reviewed to see that they 
meet the specific features of their original applications and approvals.  If no approval 
exists for any of your signs, you will have to remove them and apply under the new code 
provisions.  Please refrain from investing in any new signs without going through the 
application process. 
 
Besides their intrinsic value to advertise your business, signs represent important design 
and architectural features to a historic district.  The sign code recognizes this value to the 
business district and city in its guidelines while seeking to provide fair and useful aids to 
commerce. 
 
If you have any questions or wish to initiate a new application, the Historic Review 
Board meets on the fourth Thursday of each month, 7:00pm at council chambers.  
Applications should be submitted no less than 10 days prior to a meeting. 
 
Thank you and we wish you a successful business year. 
  
      Yours truly, 
 
      Historic Review Board 
       Our names  

http://www.ci.aurora.or.us/
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