
























To:  Aurora Planning Commission 
From:  Historic Review Board 
Date:  July 31, 2014 
 

Re:  Some suggestions, observations 

At our July 24th meeting, the board had these comments to pass on to the Planning Commission 
for your consideration.  Thank you for your time in fitting these into your agendas as you see fit.  

Sign Permit Fees:  There is confusion about the fee structure for inside and outside the historic 
overlay.  Currently the HRB fee is $15 with another fee of $60 for outside the overlay.  As 
background, the fee inside the overlay used to be $50, $15 of which was for HRB processing and 
$35 went to public works who checked the design of the sign itself on the application then 
made an inspection of the finished sign for structural integrity, that it followed code and that it 
matched the Notice of Decision.  This protocol was followed for many years until staff changes 
occurred and apparently new public works department and office staff did not complete follow-
ups.  Eventually, this process was forgotten.  And the city continued to collect only $15 for 
historic overlay signs. 

It’s actually a good plan.  By having a formal check-off at completion, the city has some liability 
protection, the public works department is aware of new signage (especially any that goes up 
illegally) and the city is compensated for its expenses.  How it would work outside the overlay 
will depend on how the application is processed and if staff can do it or if you think only the city 
planner is able to do this. 

Outdoor display of Merchandise:  We have mentioned this previously, but the problem is again 
flaring up.  This concerns merchandise left out overnight (on private property) that continues to 
accumulate until the buildings are nearly visually obliterated.  The HRB included language in the 
prior Guidelines that allowed for unlimited merchandise display during business hours but only 
an amount not exceeding 10% of the front façade to be left out overnight.   

The current codes handles what is now taking place in section 16:22:040 J #2 however we feel 
that may be too stern as many businesses rely heavily on outdoor display and it would be a lot 
to make them take everything in at end of day, so our suggestion is to make it not exceed 10% 
of the front façade left out each evening/close of business. And then perhaps it is just a matter 
of enforcement in which case you should direct the city to take action.  In some cases, the 
ground/porches, etc. may be subleased by the proprietors.  Please do not assume this only 
happens in the summer.  In years past, the HRB inserted language in the Guidelines because 
this was a problem that was growing; as one shop did it, others felt compelled to follow suit.  
The regulation of a reasonable amount of goods does not hamper commerce (they can have all 



they want outside during business hours) but does contribute to the integrity and enjoyment of 
the national historic district.   

Additionally, although in the past theft was not a problem, it now has become an issue.  Lately, 
thieves have been regularly stealing from these areas and, since they are attracted to the 
possibility of easy pickings, they look around to take other items that would not typically be 
disturbed.  This is creating a further liability for both businesses and residences in town. 



16.22.040 Development standards. 
 A. There is no minimum lot size for lots served by municipal sewer. Minimum lot sizes for lots 
without municipal sewer shall be as determined by the county sanitarian. 
 B. There is no minimum lot depth. 
 C. Minimum lot width shall be fifty (50) feet. 
 D. No front setbacks shall be permitted, except as necessary to maintain visual clearance areas at 
unsignalized intersections. No rear or side setbacks are required. 
 E. No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height. 
 F. Parking shall be in accordance with Chapter 16.42 except as specifically exempted by Chapter 
16.28, and should be located to the rear of the building. The Planning Commission may approve parking 
to the side of the building where parking to the rear is not feasible. 
 G. Signs shall be in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 16.44, and the City of Aurora 
Design Guidelines for Historic District Properties. 
 H. Landscaping shall be in accordance with the requirements of the City of Aurora Design Review 
Guidelines for Historic District Properties, Chapter 16.38, and the Aurora Downtown Improvement Plan. 
 I. All properties, uses and structures in the historic commercial overlay shall be subject to the 
requirements of Title 17, Historic Preservation, and any applicable section of this title.  
Ord. 415 § 7.74.040, 2002) 
 J. Open Inventory display. 
 a. All business, service, repair, storage or merchandise displays shall be conducted wholly within an 
enclosed building except the following: 
 1. Off-street parking or loading; 
 2. Displays for sale purposes of small merchandise in relation to the fronting business shall be removed 
to the interior of the business after business hours; 
 3. Display, for sale purposes, in relation to fronting business, of live trees, shrubs and other plants, 
flowers, or produce; and 
 4. Outdoor seating in relation to a permitted eating or drinking establishment subject to 16.34.060.D 
and Historic Review Board review and approval. 
 B. All open inventory displays shall be maintained, kept clean, and be situated in conformance with all 
applicable city ordinances. 
(Ord. 464, 2011; Ord. 415 § 7.60.050, 2002) 
 










































































